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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Development of Ceramic Cinerary Urn

: Based on the Statue of Twelve Gods

Kim, Too hwan

( Supervisor Kim, Jong hyoun J

Dept, of Ceramic Arts

The Graduate School of Industry and Engineering
Seoul Mational University of Science and

Technology

Korean funerary culture iz fagt shifting from burial—oriented culture to
cremation—oriented  culture,  Accordinely, the importance of ceramic
cinerary wrn 18 becoming increasingly recognized with the rapld srowth of

cremation culture.

Ceramic cinerary wns play roles as a place to rest for the deceased
and a medium of commemorating the memory of the deceaged for the
bereaved. For these reazong, there are demands for ceramic clnerary urns
that are tailored to the individual deceaged and the bereaved and practical
at the same time. Howewver, most of current ceramic cinerary urns, which

are being masg—produced, do not meet their needs.

Sibiisinsane (statues of the twelve animalg of the Chinese zodiac) iz a
culture that hag been shared by all Koreans since the Three Kinsdom
Period and it sives them a gense of kinghip. Also. a specific Chinege
zodiac gisn iz assisned to each individual depending upon the wear in
which the Individual wag born, meaning that hiz or her zodiac sisn never
changes their entire life—numerous customs related to the Chinese zodiac
slens have taken root in wvarious socleties acrosg the world as part of folk

culture,
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In thiz light, thiz study aims to enhance the sisnificance of ceramic
clnerary wng by asgsociating the wng with the end usgers from an
aesthetic point of view. In addition, It alms to meet the aesthetic taste of
contemporary people by strensthening the functional strensth of old
ceramic cinerary urng and thelr formative value go that the general public

could relate to them.

In order to do so, the study proceeded in the following wavs:

Chapter 1 defines the pwpose and contentz of the study on the
development of ceramic cinerary urng as well ag the methods and scope

of the sztudy.

Chapter 2 examines the funerary culture of Korea and other countries
and the current state of Korean funerary culture ag part of theoretical
study. It then looks into how the Chinese zodiac sieng have been applied
in practice by examining the wvariety of works and theoretical aspects
including the origin of Korean ceramic cinerary urng and the change in
their shapes over time, tvpes and characteristice of cinerary urng, the
history, formative  chanses,  characteristice, and  significance  of

Sihijisinsans

Baged on the above theoretical backsround, Chapter 3 describes how to
integrate the functional characteristice and functional surface decoration of
Korean traditional ceramic cinerary wng with the meaning and shape of
Sibiisinsang, which forms the part of Korean people’s inner side in thelr
gubcongclous, congidering fast developing funerary cultue and the wvarious

preferences and tastes of modern people.

Thiz study pregents a mock—up of ceramic c¢lnerary wng that
gvmbolically applies Sibiisinsans to meet the needs of modern funerary
culture. It iz hoped that thiz study will contribute to the development and

gpread of the uge of ceramic cinerary wnsg ln various deslsns.
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